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''Lost'' von Knorrings 
in America 
Pontus Moller* 
Members of the noble family ofvon Knorring have at various times emigrated 
to the United States. One of these was Axel Corfitz von Knorring (1886-1965), <; 
whose son, Eugen James von Knorring, born in 1932, of Omaha, NE, is the present 
head of his noble family. Another member of the clan, who belonged to a baronial 
branch, was Carl Gustaf Wilhelm von Knorring ( 1834-1905), who emigrated to 
America ca. 1860 and volunteered in the United States Army. In 1862 he became a 
captain and later, during the Civil War, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel on 
the General Staff. He ultimately returned to Sweden, where he died. He married in 
Providence, RI I June 1864 Countess Emilia Anna Parini, born in Providence 27 
June 1841, daughter of an Italian count by the name of Giuseppe Caesar Parini and 
his wife Mary Anne Howe. 
There were, however, other von Knorrings, of which we have lost track and 
whom we would like to learn more as to their fates in the New World. 
I. Johanna Charlotta von Knorring was born in Solleron Parish (Kopp.) 24 
Oct. 1841. There she married on 23 March 1866 Lavas Olof Andersson Hallin, born 
1847, a farmer's son from Utanmyra in the same parish. The couple emigrated to 
the U.S. in 1869. 
2. Carin Mattsdotter von Knorring was the divorced wife of Fredrik 
Bernhard von Knorring, a non-commissioned officer in the Swedish Army. She 
was born in Solleron 5 Aug. 1844 and emigrated to America in 1891 together with 
her twins - Anders and Carin, born in Solleron 6 July 1876. 
3. Anna Christina von Knorring, born in Solleron 12 Dec. 1843, emigrated to 
the U.S. in 1891 together with her husband, John Tunforss, born in Sveg in the 
province of Harjedalen 24 Nov. 1863. In 1898 the couple was residing in Alcester, 
SD, where Tunforss was a druggist. Mrs. Tunforss seems to have survived her 
husband. 
4. Carl Otto Knorring, born in Lima Parish (Kopp.) 4 Aug. 1867, became a 
bookkeeper with the ancient firm of Stora Kopparbergs Bergslags A.B. He 
emigrated to the U.S. in 1887 and was never heard from again. Apparently he called • 
himself Charles in America. 
5. Oscar Bernhard von Knorring was born in Leksand Parish (Kopp.) 12July 
1880. He became a mechanical engineer and emigrated to the United States 21 July 
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1904. On 27 May 191 O he married in the U.S. Maria Lind from Hofors Parish 
(Gavl.), born there 21 Feb., 1881. They had a son named Edward Ichiro, born, 
probably, in Hakodate, Japan 30 Dec. 1919. The family's permanent residence was 
in Maywood, IL. 
The author, who is in the process of writing a book about the von Knorrings in 
Finland and Sweden, would appreciate hearing from anyone who could enlighten 
him as to what happened to these "lost" von Knorrings. 
A Swedish Bible Inscription 
The Bethel College Library and Archives in St. Paul, MN contains an old 
family Bible with the following genealogical information: 
Births 
Christopher Silene, born in Korpasen, Hassela Parish (Gavl.) 11 Feb. 
1850. 
His wife, Anna Lindquist, born in Fellingsbro Parish (Ore.) 5 June 1846. 
Their son Robert Milton, born in Princeton, Bureau Co., IL 10 Nov. 1879. 
Their son Christopher Milton, born in Rockford, IL 2 June 1882. 
Marriage 
Christopher Silene married in Chicago, IL 12 June 1878 Anna Lindquist 
of Chicago. 
Deaths 
Robert Milton Silene died in Chicago, IL 5 Dec. 1880. 
My beloved wife, Anna Lindquist, died in Topeka, KS 18 April 1886 at 
7:30 o'clock. 
Our beloved son Christopher Milton Silene died at Big Springs, Union 
Co., SD 19 June 1897. He and his Sunday School teacher, David 
Lindgren, lost their lives by drowning in the Big Sioux River. 
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